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THE REAlBiCYCle

NO GUESSWORK IN THE MAKING OF

olumbia<

b - 22 Jant et

Bicycles

NO GUESSWORK IN YOUR BUYING ONE.

——

Notice

Reduction in the

“NEXT BEST”

—Are the—

X\ Hartford
1

BICYCLES

If you cau’t buy a
Columbia, fheu buy a
Hartford.

\

ice of Hartford Bicycles—Sale Prices

now $45, $80, $60, $65 and $80. Hartford Bicycles
are made by the Pope Mfg. Co. The same factory that

makesthe : 3 : :::::

MAEKES THE

The HARTFORI? is the best value for the money ever
offered in medium grade machines.

Lilly & Stalnaker |

64 East Washington Street.

THE BOY IN LOVE.

The Ildyl in Which Every Man at
Some Time Has & Part.

As the boy grew into the man he gradual-
ly put away chiidish things or, rather, the
childish things one by one slipped away
from him. The old witchery of nature lost
much of its charm, the fairies and nymphs
of the forests and founiains seemed to flee
before his coming and the first faint but
lasting regret came into his life. Yet one
supreme compensation still remained to him,
for though his fondness for nature in her
lJowly forms had lapsed there arose within
him, now, & mysterious new-born love which
lavished itself upon the highest phase of
life. It was not a general philanthropy,
however, though it made him good humored
toward all the world. On the contrary, It
was of that strangely exclusive sort of affec-
tion which is wont to concentrate Iitself
upon some single individual of the opposite
gex; that delicious, ridiculous, incomprehen-
sible yet universal form of monomanlia which
future scientists will no doubt discover to be
the most dismal degeneracy of the race.
In short, our boy was “in love.”

I cannnot expldin just how it came about
or why he happened to choose Miss Sarah
Skruggs as an object of adoration. If you
bad asked him and he had possessed the
boldness to reply candidly—which he did not
~—he would have said that he loved Sarah
because she was so marvelously attractive
—30 good, sc beautiful, so true. Yet, bearing
these inspiring qualities im mind, you could
never have gone into an assembly of the
neighborhodd belles and picked her out. Only
the wonderful eye of love which, so far
from being biind, Is supremely keen-sighted,
could readily discern Sarah's manifold at-
tractions.

QOur boy’s passion for her was something
of a paradox. He had known the girl, had
played and guarreled with her as with other
schcolmates all his 1ife without ever sus-
pecting her of being beautiful or charming.
And when fate led him down the lane one
quiet evening after his return from the city
and caused him to meet Sarah there—I am
not sure whether she was gathering wild
flowers or greens—he looked at her and
thought how litle time had changed her.
Her face was as red and befreckled as ever,
her nose was still distinetly -stubby and
there was the same familiar mole upon her
chin from which three stiff halrs pointed in.
three directions as of yore. But even while
the boy reflected thus Cupld was lurking
near, and as the two talked idly together,

“he siiently performed the old,

_ look again, Sarah stood revealed before

' the radlant lovéineas of an angel
ery Imperfection blotted out. And
the smiled upon him at parting the
droop of her lashes and the sweet
her cheeks threw him into a

p which  he

deliberate visits at her home. Usually they
chanced to meet at some intermediate place
and were surprised to find themselves both
bent upon a similar errand. First, there
were mulberries to hunt, then wild straw-
berries, later blackberries, various nuts and
paw-paws. It is surprising how beneficently
mother nature seems to provide the way
in such cases when once the will is firmly
established. There was not much actual
love-making between them. Their passion
was of the more passive, pensive sort which
is evinced not so much in language as in
smiles, and sighs, and longing, In
exaltation, and melancholia, and anorexia.
In truth, their love was of the kind which
certain old peopie who have never been
young are wont to style *“puppy-love”—the
kind which, to one who perceives the heart
of things is the purest, most divine and, not
seldom, the most enduring form of affection.

To the innocent imagination of our boy
his sweetheart was ever a hallowed angel,
while in her gyes he assumed the aspect
of a hero capable of all things noble and
good. Nor is It likely that their estimates
of each other In the abstract _eve: came
nearer the truth; for just as the, were then
in all their child-llkke innocence and ignor-
ance, ‘their youthful delicacy and maideniy
reserve, were they not happier and better
and wiser than most of their supercilious
elders, or than they, themselves, might ever
be in? :

But the season of love is as definite as the
season of roses; and unless they are given
extreme hardihood by nature or cared for
by tender hands the first heavy frost is apt
to blight each fragile blossom. And this
Is what happened’in the case of our boy
and Sarah Skruggs. Their love was very
beautiful and sweet, but it proved not to be
perennial. Perhaps it was just as well. It
is so easy to fall In love under bright sgkies
amid picturesque scrnery. Before the middle
of the summer our boy felt In his heart that
his iove for Sarah was absolutely infinite

and undying. Before the next winter was

half gone that same love was dead. It did
not meet with a violent death, but dwindled
away by degrees, and no one knew just
when lis last petal was shed. The boy went
back 1o the city and dreamed, sometimes of

love and sometimes of the country, but
never passionately any more. He had gone

beyond the last outpost of Eden walking
hand in hand with a woman, llke the firsg

boy who became a4 man.
Paris, Il E. O LAUGHLI@.’.
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Very Solemn, Very True,

Louisville Courler-Journal.,

Such a revoiutlon In the party as the free
dlve:lites are b;nt upon eﬂecungta:h(e:hlné'o
wotild insure the utter collapse of
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STORY 07 THE WHEEL

FROM ITS INCHPTION TO ITS PRES-
ENT DE’/.J.FE OF VARIETY.

First Velocipede Appeared in 1770-
Paris Bieycle Fad of 1867-—-Press
Comments in the Sixties.

o

e o g —me—rarta

In July, 1779, th: journals of Paris an-
nounced with muck derision the appearance
of the first vélocipede of which we have any
authentic account. Two enthusiastic French-
men, Masurier and Blanchard, a celebrated
aeronaut, had invented a wonderful two-
wheeled machine, which was destined to
overthrow within the coming hundred years
the monopoly held through long ages past
by the faithful horse and patient ass, and
enable man to propel himself throughout the
earth at a rate of speed only limited by his
strength and endurance.

Louls XVI ordered a public exhibition of
the phenomenon under his own personal
supervision at Versailles, in the presence of
Marie Antoinette, and promptly turned It
down as unworthy of adoption or even re-
spectful attention. The unfortunate Inven-
tors meeting with this chilling treatment
in France turned their steps towards their
Saxon enmemies across the English channel,
receiving immediate and enthusiastic recog-
nition in London and throughout England
by the nobility. Here this man-propelled
machine found great favor under the exalted
patronage of the Duke of York, who seems
to have been something of a sport, and
whose zeal in behalf of his inanimate steed
—sired, and likewise dam’'d, in France—laid
himself open to much ridicule and unlimited
lampooning. This mechanical Bucephalus
was called a “Dandy Horse" and was prac-
tieally a bicycle, it having but two wheels,

Its popularity was of short duration, and
the remote ancestor of the modern safely
sank from view for many ycars; then re-
appeared in 1508, and again in 1816, In sub-
stantially the same form, perhaps more cum-
bersome, under the sponsorship of Baron
Von Drais, of Manheim, who named his stol-
en device the “Draisine.”” The manner of
propulsion was, as with the Duke of York's
dandy horse, by the rider thrusting his feet
upon the ground and pushing with his toes,
directing the course of the conirivance by
means of steering handles. When going
down hill he could lJift his feet from the
ground and take a scoot that usually ended
In a general mix-up of “horse’” and rider at
the foot of the incline,

In 1818, Dennis Joanson made some im-
provements on the Draisine, lessening the
weight and providing a stomach rest., He
took his machine to England and there re-
ceived letters patent for a *‘pedestrian cur-
ricle. The mode of propulsion was still
the same, the riders still did more waiking
than riding.

Louis Gomperts, in 1821, made some very
radical changes by introducing a driving
handle attached to a cogged segment fitted
in a corresponding sprocket on the front
axle, by means of which the rider could
assist with his hands in prepelling the ma-
chine, while he still depended upon his legs
as before to keep himsell upright,

THE EQUILIBRIUM PROBLEM.

Various other devices bulit upon the same
lines were introduced at variogs times
through the next forty-five years,' none of
which added material Improvements to
these primitive macaines thus briefly men-
tioned. The great problem to be soived was
that of equilibrium. The Duke of York's
dandy horse, with cranks and pedals, would
have made a very fair safety, but no pne
dreamed that a man could drive one of these
contrivances along the highways and byways
by pedaling with his feet, and still maintaln
an upright position. The actilve piincinle
was latent in all these inventions, but there
was no one who could discover it until in
1860, when agaln a mechanic-loving French-
man came to the fore and applied the prin-
ciple of the spinning top and rolling hoop
to the then extant ancestors of the present
scorchers, and launched upon the world a
two-wheeled “‘velocipede” propelled by ped-
als. It might be mentioned, however, In this
connection, that in 1830 a man named Dreuse,
likewise a Frenchman, built a machine on
which the rider was to sit free from impact
with the ground and propel himself by
means of handle bars, but for some reason
it would not wark, and no public ackaowl-
edgement of g merits was recorded.

The inachine’ of 1880, en old naval officer,
M. Salices, belng the inventor, reached a
solution completely, but singular to relate,
created no particular excitement. Varjous
Improvements were made upon tals machine
until 1867, when all Paris broke out aflame
with the first real wheel craze since the
days of the Duke of York.

This time the fad became general, and
passing threugh tae gardens of the Tuileries,
where the Prince Imperial rode hls veioce
de luxe’ mounted in rosewood and aluminium
bronze, it reached into the haunts of the
canaille of the quartier Papincourt or rue
Mouffetard.

Le Courler Des Etats Unis, Parls, Nov.
17, 1868, has this to say about the new won-
der which, starting the year before, was
now overrunning the Frenhch capital:

“For some time the velocipede has at-
tracted public attention in Parls. It is to be
met with everywhere on our great thorough-
fares, moving rapidlv and skilifully through
ze crowds of carriages and 00l passengeis,

d accomplishing marvels of egﬂ briam
under the guidance of a skillful ridef. = = =
The two-wheeled velocipede—the classic ve-
hicle—as one may 2ay, excites the most as-
.tonishment. :

“Pleasure-seekers and men of business all
stop to foliow with curious eyes this strange
affalr, which might be callea the democratic
carriage, and which seems to soive the
?:oblem of cheap personal locomotion.

* * This boid, odd carriage has already
taken the right of a citizen with us. * * »
It is even used for belting purposes.
* * = We should be careful not to overes-

| timate the real merits of the velocipede, nor

cry victory before victory is reached. Such
as it is, this vehicle can be of great use
to private individuals for rapid traveling
upon good roads; but this at present is the
only way in which it can be of use. * * =
Let us then perfect ths machine before

mculatln: nﬁan its use. Let us hot gather
fruit while It is yet o that we

may

not have to throw It away after having

tasted it.”

A publication of Parls, ose Identity is
lost to the writer, says, abou? this time:

“Four velocipe recently drov
Hogel doeg‘rang:."(t Htal:l. t-h:tlt'.’ d'i'?r:hr:
having started together on a tour from
Trow'lll : whence they veiocipeded to
Pnrl.-'. doing on an average thirty es a

Tae journals of Parls and France during
the year 1888 continually referred to the
“new toy" and the carleaturist found a rich
fleld for his pencil's work. The New York

]

these daring feats. (Showing that trick rid-
ing has a':'onh)' and comparative anclent
parentage.

® ¢ » “Paris is In a perfect frenzy with re-
fpett to its new toy. The newspapers call
dpon the government to order a supply of
velocipedes to save the over-worked le%n of
the rural tman. * * * Some ask why a
species light cavalry mounted on veloci-

pedes should not bot instituted. * * * Ec-
00,

ce ie sportsm chase their game

‘%:r vo:oclpedu.m‘ * ¢ The opposition can-

idates hired a supply of velocipedes on
which the liberal tors dashed to the
pada * * ¢ The two-wheeled velocipede,
the bicycles as they are styled, are intended
for the male sex only. They are usually of
wrought iron and have Is or wheels at-
tached to the front and larger wheel. * * ¢
Skillful amateurs lay down the following
rules for the guidance of beginners:

“Run beside your iron horse, leading It,
as it were, with your hands =0 as to famil-
farize yourself with i's movements. Then
commence practicing with it on a slope and
after mounting it let it move forward of its
own accord while you occupy yourse.f with
studying the effect® produced by the inclina-
tion which ?'ou give to the balancing le
or handle of the machine. When you thor-
oughly understand the action of thils place
one foot on the pedal and follow its move-
ments without assisti them. Next repeat
the experiment on level ground, having Dboth
feet upon the pedals, and working them al-
ternately with serupulous regularity. Speed
is obtained })dv accelerating this movement,
¢ & & Should the machine incline on one
side, all that is necessary is to remove the
foot on the sameée side from the pedal and
place it on the ground. This can only be ac-
complished when the velocipede Is of a mod-
erate height. * * * To alight raise both
feet from pedals at the same Instant anl
place them simultanecusly on the ground
without letting go the handle. * * * Ordi-
nary two-wheeled velocipedes: range in price
from 200 up to 460 francs, according to the
completeness of their fAttings. * ¢ * The
speed attained by the swifter kind averages
from twelve to thirteen miles per hour.”

Antedating this we find this item in the
New York Tribune of Sept, 2, 1868;

“With the Greclan bend we are to have
velocipedes in this country which have been
s0 popular in Paris, These velocipedes have
but two wheels, one of which immediately
succeeds the other In a siraight line. * = »
It is three feet high and seven feet long.”

A VELOCIPEDE RACE.

The Sclentific American of Sept. 30, 1558,
had a description of a veloclpede race in
Paris, which came off early in the month,
and it might be interesting reading for the
professjionals of to-day. The purse was 1,000
francs, and the contestants were six Amer-
lcans and six Frenchmen., All kinds of ve-
ocipedes were permitted, but nearly all rid-
ers used the two-wheeled kind, Two  aps
constituted the dlstance, and no rider was
allowed to touch the ground with his feet,
and he was not permitted to **head to the
rear.”” This means that the ridér could not
prevent ‘himself from falling by steering off
in a cile until he was able to right him-
se.f again, This was considered unfair, but
to use the writer's own words, “you may go
as crooked (snake-like) as you please, but
never turn around or ‘face the rear.'"™ The
Americans won, as they did in a subse-

quent challenge one-lap race. The author
continues: *““This was real fun for the Amer-
icans. The ‘all-comers," however, are up to
snuff now, and are looking for something
new to beat the Americans, but the Frenca-
men must get up eariy and dejeuner be-
fore 11 o'clock to beat us."” .

Thirlwood Bramiand, a writer In a com-
munication to the- New York Mereury of
Oct. 3, 1868, must have had a vision, for his
words have proved most prophetic. He
says: .

“The velocipede mania having well nigh
exhausted itzelf in Paris, we, as the natural
successors to cast-off French fashions, are
llkely 1o see the streel toy become all the
rage in a short time. * * * The revived
velocipede has run off with the wits of the
male fast and the modicum of molesty per-
taining to the fast among ladies—-hoth sexes
jcining In fast traveling on the straddle-
bug arrangement.

“We ahall see the strong-minled women of
the day astride of their hobbiez on wheels
—blue-spectac.ed, spindie-shanked, and pan-
talooned—their skeleton skirt having been
discarded. * * * What comect with its
downy ‘.tai'l fiauntiuy over "a _third of the
celestial plain will attract as many eves as
the blooming seventeen-year-old comet shin-
ing with all the effulgence of voluptuous
charms, velled, not hid, by a dainty bloomer
costume, mounted on a velocipede, which
the iittle feet will propel at a speed the
awkwarpd Ixion never knew? * * * Ogr
young sweils, ambitious of muszie, will try
1o.e§col the feats performed in Paris.

“The weary laborer may yet be seen, after
a day's debilitating toil, stradliling a more
gedate-looking becansge cheaper form of the
skeleton heorse. * ¢ * All the dwellers in
suburban digiricts remote from sireet cars
may find the veloelpede an Invalunadbie con-
venience, * * * Indeed, family velocipeles
may be copstructed to accommedate suljurb-
an pater famillas—velocipedes with a baby
seat in front. *.* * The modest person
who cannot afford to keep a horse or car-

riage may keep a non-oat-devouring wooden
gteed, ete.” '

The elditor of the Mercury thus prefaced
this letter: -

“Our waimsical contributor has evidently
been afilicte] with 2 nightmare vision after
perusing some of the marvelons Parislan ac-
counts ¢f the amuscments of fashion's favor-
ites with the révived velocipede, which the
grown-up children of luxurv straldle with
ne more of the senge of enfoyment than is

feit by the three-year-old who riles a walk-
ing stick.”

From the New York Post, Oct. 10, 1883:

“A velocipede rider complains to the Even-
ing Pest that after riding on velocipedes !n
the Bols de Boulogne he comes dome and
finds one cangpot ride on them at all in the
C'omral Park uness the commissioners
piease, * * * Wa hope that the commis-
sloners will not find it expelient to allow
velocipede riders in the park, * * * The
velocipede seems to have a foture. Tt mav
some day prove the ‘poor man's carriage.'”

The New York Sun of Oct. 15, 1888, an-
nounces as news that:

“We saw an artist with a velocipede tak-
ing exercise in Washington Place on Tues-
cay afternogn, ¢ % * is performance at-
tracted a large crowd of interested specta-
tors, ® * & As the g‘ﬁntlemn passed the
house of Commeodore Vanderb!it he turned
up .one eye to see if the stately nguJe and
keen glance eof the old Commaodore were In
the window to watch the advent of this new
riva! to horse flesh. If the Commodore saw
him he must bave sighed over the departln‘g
glory of the fast trotters which are his
pride and Jotl."

A HUMAN CATAPULT.

New York World of Oct. 20, 1863, has this
to say editoriaily: ’

“Two or three infatuated persons, prob-
ably driven mad by protracted tortures on
the sireet rallway cars, or by the spurns
which patieat pedestrians of the omnibus
take, have made up their minds to Introdace
Into New York the modern French improved
velocipede. Thais i# simply a contrivance for
enabling able-bodied rlt?ns of a malicious
turn of mind to mge atzpults of them-
selves. Such person: leaping on & veloci-
pede and putting it to fuil 1 by rapid
pulsations of either leg, can ladnch them-
selves with terrific force and fury against
the legs of their fellow-creaiures. NO mat-
ter what camage they may inflict upon their
victims they can alwaye get out of the reach
of an | ant lace long before the
m'a'rrgn pl?;t - tn cuéd rlgach the spot.

“The pretext for a g this new scou
of the sireets to the es which alre:ﬁ'
make locomotion in New York a dally pen-
:alell?ci ;s.edot course, that by the help of the
car and his cwn cabh. The Evening Post, we
fe advocates on chis ground the in-
rojuetion of this awful vehicle, wiich real-
ly lacks the scytaes at the wheels 10
be as fo Die @ war instrument as the
chariot of the ancient Britons. The Pos:

si its ise2 as the man's carriage,’
annnf’look:“mmﬂ t0 the time when aljl“the

€ every man may become his own

This brilliant affair, as might be imagined,
has electrified all upper .hcuedom with an
absolutely new sensation.” _

Almost a month prior to the isolated cases
before referrei to, the American Artisan of
Sept. 23, 1983, anmnounced the advent of a
wheel brought frof Paris by Thos. R. Pick-
ering in this manner:

“The velocipede, about which there has
been such a manla in Paris for the last
year or two, has at length made Its appear-
ance in New York. Mr. Thomas R. Picker-
ing, the well-known patentee of the steam
engine governor, of No. 14 Greene street, on
the afternoon of the 17th inst. created quite
an excitement in the City Hall Park by ap-
pearing there mounted on a two-wheeled
velocipede of his own manufacture, just fin-
ished. Mr. Pickerin went many times
around the park, ard back and forth in front
of the hall, with great ease, the machine
being under the most rfect control, only
going at good speed. It astonished us not
a little to see with what facliity the rider
can balance himself and vehicle, the wheels
of which are only three-fourtas of an inch
across the tire, and arranged one before
the other."”

And jn the New York Sun of Oct. 24, 186§,
this advertisement is found, Indicating that

Mr. Pickering had commenced the manufac-

ture of wheels, “improved and slmpliﬂcd."d
IMPROVED and Simplified _\-’c-loclpedgs. Ad-

dress PICKERIN 3 &k. Dé“'lsﬁt ‘::r?.j }gi
Greene street, New Yor ce C d de-
scription in No. 15, Vol. VII, American Ar-
tisan.

Contemporaneous with Pickering, the cele-
brated gymnasts, the Hanlon brothers, se-
cured a patent in the United States for a
velocipede. Of this invention the New York
Sun, Nov. 4, 1868, thus speaks editorially:

“An e¢xaibition of the new mode of locomo-
tion xffown as the velocipede was given yes-
terday at Witty's carriage factory, corner of
Blescker sureet and Broalway. The per-
former was one of the Hanlons who h:us
patented the invention In this country. The
machine consists of two wheels, one before
the other, with a seat or saddle between
them. Tae rider takes his scat on the sad-
die, puts his feet in two irom stirrups at-
tached to the forward wheel and immediate-
ly begins to werk h:s passage. The steer-
ing apparatus consists of a (Cross handle,
which is grasped by the rider and turied
and twisted at pleasure. * * * The exer-
cise is invigorating and healthful. There are
four sizes of the velocipede, varying in prices
from $25 to $i5. As soon as the price is
lowered the invention will doubtiess become
popular, and every man will be able to keep
a aorse of his own.”

GREELEY'S PROPHETIC WORDS.

The Tribune, New York, Nov. Zl, 18§35, re-
gales its readers with two or more columns
sald to be from the pen of Horace Greeley,
which exhaust the sudject compictely. It Is
regretted that limited space forbids the en-
tire reproduction of this article. Propaetic
words are uttered here and the reader sees
the prediciions filled. Jessicas are every-
where asiride the wheel and New Orieans
has witnessel the introduction of the mod-
ern prototype of its visitor of nearly half a
hundred years ago. Taese extracts read:

“It is a matier of doubt, as yet, whether
the .adies Wia take o velocipedes or not,
The use of ta¢ bicyeie is, of course, oui ot
the guestion, unless each fair rider foliows
Jessica's example, and ouscure hersell in the
lovely garatsh of the boy. * * * When this
time comes and when obnoxious oflice noid-
ers skim themselves oul on two wheels at
tweniy miles an hour; and oflice seegfers
wao run behind their ticket straddie the
bicycle and ilabor to run anead, and over-
sanguine caodidates Yor the White House
g.ide lelsurely therelo omy to meel disay-
pointment and pedal bdack to their consui-
uenta at break-neck speed, and - when
mounted postumen Iy belween Lae corner
buoxes ana the office with their loads cof
Sybil's leaves; and &:oo0lboys wita their
gatchels, messengers with thelr parcels, law-
yvers with their briefs, doctors with their
pills, and whole sewing socicties wita taelr
gnituing and things s=cud through the streets
on thewr various errands, each individual of
the countless throng borne smooinly along
on the wheeis of a fleet velocipede—wnatc
a busy world we'll have to buffer with, and
ncw despondent wiil the cabmen be, and
the car conductors, how indignant, and the
railway companies, how disgusted wirn the
fickle-minded people.

“rne demand 1or the two-wheeled velocl-
pede is already very great, and is daily
mereasing., Everybody whe bas seen one in
motien and can afford 10 pay for the luxury
I8 cager (o possess ohe and joln with the
rest of his fellows in testing s powers,
thereby develcning hig own, and allng ole
more exquisite picasure o0 the hunireds
waich healthy men aireaay enjoy. “There
can be nothing better for a robust man than
to enter into competition Wwith others in
bleyvele serub-race, once in a while, With this
object in view, Henry Ward Beecher has
bcugat one. He is a sorry operator just
now, and cuts an awkward ugurce as a rider,
because he has not that overweening confi-
dence in himself which most men conslder
essential to success; nor does he exhibit that
jemarkable self-possession which has helped
in no small measure to make him famous
But when he has practiced a few days long-
er, and learned how to place his feet, and
how to cperaie the tlller, and how td> man-
age the drake, and more particularly, how
to keep his balance and keep his vehic.e
from going over on {ts beam ends, he wiil
became very skiliful, and will be able to holgd
his owp among tae bleyele riders, as he does
in his puipit contesis with numbug, fraud,
sin, injustice and wrong. Charles A. Dana
has an ambllion to excel as velocipedestrian
also, and has provided himself with a mode;
vehicle, warranted to witastand any physical
shock to which it may be subjected. The ex-
Assistant Secretary of War is not as much
at home on the sadile as in the sanctum,
and can nominate a Mayor with muca less
anxiety than possesses his soul when he
siradu.es a horse of u veloce, but his son
is an accomp.ished rider, and makes up in
grace and skill for the excusable deficlencles
of his talented father. Many other well-
known citizens have taken to the bicycle
with the honest intention of becoming
adepts In the use of . Mr. Arthur Ei-
wards, one of the editors of the Caicago
Northwestern  Advocate, has already
r2ached an enviable position as a bicycle
rider, and Mr. Morris, of the old Philade.~
phila firm of Morris, Tasker & Co,, Is a
marvel “of agility to all who behold him
mounted on his two-wheeled steed, 80 novel
a sight 'n the Quaker City that even the
stolid and phliegmati> inhabitants thereof
cannot refrain from expressing the!r wonder
In polysyliabiic words prophetic of an ecany
change in the dlurnal motion of the earth
and the consequent disruption of the frame
of soclety. The b!cgc:e has got 10 Boston,
and to Fittsburg, and to Baitimore, and even
to the shores of Lake Memphremagog, a=d
in the course of vears we shall hear of its
introduction in New Orleans, where, by the
way, there appeared more than eighteen
years ago the first of its Kind ever used out-

side tae limits of France.’
GROWING IN POPULARITY.

The craze at this time had not abated In
Paris, but was rather ¢n the increase, as
wili be seen from this extract from the New
York Evening Post, Nov. 24, 188 A Paris
letter says:

“Velocipedes to the front! The cry s still

they go! There are private rid schdols
:lodm :iriutocmuhcallrtauienggg-—lo !

princes, who get ‘Im al crowners'
when they impa. ‘thur wood and metal too

P @ But 1 hav
sigLS of, the : g e B

1
Leing turned to use, % “"‘ﬁ'w Iih!:;h’tgrt

geveral workmen of the 3
invested money in vaioctpgg-t:r'c ﬁ A
whether or not all working Paris goes home

from wor ; - p
a mere ?lu:ft?og.omee.h' StCd’ stind s

And the “high-mettled” steed hal already
commenced his prancing over the Westorn
hemisphere. The pavements of Phlladelphia,
Boston and Chicago were resounding to his
tread.

The last named city appears to have seen
the velocipede in actual daily uze at an
earlier date than New York. C, Gllbert
Wheeler brought to Chicago from Paris,
in the fall of 1867, a velocipede (two-wheeled)
similar In appearance w the ‘“‘ordinary”
bicycle of the 70's. Tals machine was
duced to the astonished d

- -

e S

tion than the sent modes. * * * We
need such alds here. Their would become
popular. And American ingenuily would
soon suggest improvements which qpnld
render t%eir uze an agreeable exercise.

The writer had evilently overiooked the

effrontery of Dr. Edwards and Mr. Wheeler
in frightening horsez and alarming pedes-
trians with their primitive macaines for
months previous.

Again the Chicago Times of Oct. 18, 1838,
has this to say editorially upon the subject:

““There has been no practical results thus
far in the movement for the introduction of
velocipeades in Chicago. There i3, we under-
stand, a club of young men in process of
formation by whom it 18 proposed in a quiet
way to introduce this instrament. * * ¢
Thaere is some dcubt as to whether the ve.oce
will ever become thorougi.y domesticatel in
thiz country. To a certain extent it may
become popular as a means of amuasement.
It can never ‘ae utllized among Anglo-Sax-
ons. * * * It may, however, in time Al a

rtion of the space now occupied by skat-
fxfg. * ¢ * There Is something in it which
does not harmonize with steady Yankee
character.”

Later in the season the same paper con-
cludes a column velocipede article as fol-
lows:

“In conclusion !t may be stated that

though the velocipede digease Is now ragiag
s0 fearfully as to make It appear that the
epidemic 18 doomed to run eternally, yet
when we “emember that the affair h often

before been brought forward under the most
favorable ,of circumstances and as often has
sunk out of sight again, we can only believe
that within another twelve moniths it will
once more disappear from the public gaze.
In the meantime give it every possible
chance. Trundle it around skating rinks,
roll it about the stages of leallng theaters,
let it *scoot’ along the smoothest segtions
of pavement to be found, and stiil its glories
shall assuredly wane in the end, and hav-
ing finally faded from popular nolice, the
captivitating plaything will eventually be
obliged to seek retirement for another twen-
ty years."

THE ORDINARY AND THE SAFETY.

Thls writer also seems to have been a
“seventh son of a seventh =on,” for in a
measure his words came true. Within twelve
months its giories waned throughout the
world, The bone shaker was relegated to
garret and cellar, and the pedestirian as-
sumed his wonted ncenchalance and ease
upon the city's busy streets. The instrument
of destruction had disappeared almost as
suddenly as it had appeared, but not for
long was It doomed (o seclusion. In 1833, in
a somewhat different form, it came again on
earth under the name of the bicycie. Of
this new machine nothing much In pralse
can be said even by its inventor, J. K. Star-
ley. However, the, flame broke afresh and
the *“ordlnary,” as a direct descendant of
the velocipede, of which so much has here
been written, blossomed as a rose, and ac-
quired Iits full bloom and fragrance in the
years spanning toe later half of the de-
cade 1576-1886.

The evolution was gradual frem the lofty
structure ypon wWghich one sat in constant
danger to llie and llmb, to the real safety
with chain and sprocket Invented by the
same man, Stariey, who was responsible for
the 1873 ordinary. It Is not the province of
this article to follow the Jifferent steps tak-
eén by inveuntors, or trace minutely the va-
rious lines foliowed by manufacturers in ar-
riving at the mechanical resuits as we gee
them to-day. This time it seems the Eng-
lish took tae lead and Amerlca quickly 'fol-
lowed with Yankee Improvegents; stimu-
iated the interest in wheeling and fixed its
status upoen such solid foundations that evi-
dently it has come to stay. The extent to
which tae wheel's usefulness has grown; the
tenacious grips it has taken upon public
favor, and its universal recogaition as a
prime necessity in pursuits of business and
pleasure, may be well fllustrated by the
follewing from the Chicago Tribune of
March 13, 1896:

“Something besides high {rames, large tub-
ing, and barrel aubs distinguishes the opens
irg ¢f tae spring cycle trade. It is a phase
@i the trade that was not planned®or anfici-
pated by associations or boards of trades,
anid comes as much 4 surplse to dealers
and jobbers as to one who rides in a brogham
or a grip car. -

“For some reason, which everyboly 1n the
trade is busy In an effort to figure out, the
wheel trade aas branched out of the wonted
channels and broken loose in theemost sur-
prising places. Hardware deaier: and the
i€ department stores have long been com-
pelitors of the regular dea.ers, Lit u_w Ly
find wheels on sale by dry goods dealers.
rur::!tug'e deaiers, -shoe dJdealers, clothiers,
cigar shops, hatters, men's furnishers, jew-

ciers, stationers, ani even sa.oon Reevers,
At the present rate wheels may be pur-
chased as readlly as cigars, caramels, or
newspapears.

“As the struggle of competition becomes
more severe the wheel may be expected to
replace the fresh country egg and the tooth-
some ‘prairie oysiter’ as a premium with
cvery drink; wheels will be hung up lke
sugai-curcd hams in grocery stores and
druggists will be prepared to fill Tegerip-
tlons for cycling exercise at all hours of
the day and night. Your barber will gently
insist on your taking a ‘bike’ Instead of
the ume-ho;]:red shampoo, and your tajlor
will carry wheels as a side line. Now that
a precelent has been set it will be hard to
p-ace a limit on its consequences.”

MADISON SUPPORTS IT.

Her Manufacturers’ Club Indorses the
Centennial.
Sl —

The Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Club,
of Madison, a few days ago adepted the fol-
lowing resolutions rejative to the proposed
celebration of Indiana's centennial:

““Whereas, The Legislature at its lass ses-
sion autherized the creation of a commission
to consider and recommend plans for a fit-
ting celebration in the year 190 of the cen-
tennial anniversary of the establishment of
civil government in Indlana, which commis-
sion has opened headquarters In the Siate-
house and Is now seeking information as to
the gentiment of the people In reference 10
such celebration, and asking for suggestions
as to its character, scope and magmtude,

‘Therefore resolved, That the Merchants'
and Manufacturers’ Club of Madison here-
by" declares itself in hearty accord with the
propesed observance of the State’s one-hune-
drédth anniversary, belleving that a proper
celebration of tae event will promote the
welfare and prosperity of all our citigens,
in this, that it will attract the attention of
the Inhabitants of other States and foreign
nations to the soli, climate, manufecturing
and s l&ﬂng cilities and other advaniages
possessed by clr Siate: enlarge and eievate
the views{e:utes and aspirations of our
ple, incu a commendable State pride
and foster encourage a more friendly
sentiment and helpful spirit among the sey-
eral citles, towns and communitles.

“Resoived, That it Is the opinion of this
club that sald celebration should be ca a
scale of such magnitude that the resources
of the State and the energy aT industry
of her citizens may be fuily clspldyed to the
'zld. and that cur own peonie may be
mdde more sensibie to the grandeur and
greancss of the Commonweaith and gain a

er knowledge of the achlevements of
er sons and daughters. To thi= end we

pledge our ration and cordial support
meemmm!ueﬂaruudibau."

Usnes of Grammar,

who are not ace-
themselves in print,

- ot know the g
::rdi use of mectumga.sh. by' oo

say that -tney don't see what is the wse of
spend.ng 0 much time over the siudy of

which have

will be t'= mvtmto romj?!ﬁ:::’;i

the necesziiy for the st of compasitian:

“":in'nw sale now &n.:dég't g0 elsewhere
Tar A lady wants to sell her

g 18 going abrcad In a m.."'ﬁ

A VISIT TO YUCATAN

AN INTERESTING COUNTRY AS YET
LITTLE KNOWYN TO TRAVELERS.

s ———————————

Its Inkabitants Amiable FPeople of

Mised Mace—Ruins of the Ancient
City of Usmal Excite Wonder.

No one is Jured to Yucatan by the de-
lusive alvertisements of ralilway or steam-
ship lines or the charms of a trip through
fairyland offerad by the projectors of per-
sonally conducted tours. On the contrary,
the great diMiculty is to find out anything
about that peninsula. Jt is a sall of only
thirty-six hours from Havana, yet scarce-
ly anybody in Havana could give any in-
formation. I asked In the bookstores if they
had a gulde to Yucatan. They smiled as
they answered no, and added that they had
never heard of such a thing. Steamers of
the Ward iine sall every week 1o Progreso,
I sought information at the effice of thad
company., Neohody knew anything. There
was a rallroad to Merida, but whether |
went any farther no one could tell. A fan
merchant on the Calle Obllspo was & Mex-
ican, perhaps he would know. T sougit him
out. He had been to Merida, but koew
nothing beyond.

“Is there a hotel there?™

“Yes. One™

*Is it a good one?

“No. Bad."™

“How bad?”’

“You have traveled in Bpaln?™

“Yes”

“You have ascen bad hotels there?™

“Yes."

“Very bad?™

“Yes. '

“Well, this is worse than aay you have
ever seen."”

“What is the matter with ™

“The first two or three nights you will
not sleep.'

“Why? On account of the mosquitoes?"

“Yes, the mosquitoes, anj—everviliing.™

This offered a large field for the Imaginge
tion. Are there hotels anywhere else™

“l do not know.”

I returned to the Ward office. They sald,
“Perhaps the Mexican consal can tell you
something.” So I went to the M .ican cone
sul. If a government s to be judged by its
representative in a port Hke Havana I must
gay that the government of Mexico offers a
most favorable comparison with that of
England and the United States. One of the
members of our party was an Englisaman,
the cother two swore by the stars and
stripes. But our Intercourse with our re-
spective representatives was limited to the
strict duties of the office. The Mexican cone
sul, who owed us nothing, took pains to
explain everything, told us what little there
was to tell of the rallroads In Yucatan,
showed us the time tables and rates of fare,
assured us that there was a hotel In Prog.
reso, as well as in Merida and other places,
and when we asked how good they were,
he answered, **“They are plain, but that will
add to the interest of your visit.," There
were carriages, he sald, to take us to the
0.1 ruins, the climate was hot, but notl spe-
cially unhealthy in the winter season, and
a number of persons went every year, both
from Mexico and from foreign parts, to see
these stately relics of abeoriginal civillzation.
S0 we resolved to take “pot luck™ in ell-
mate, hotels and whatever else was to be
found in Yucatan. The Mexican consul 4id
not speak English, but he made the littie
Spanish that we knew go a long way, under-
stanling without difficulty the tonglomerate
in which we strugglel to express ourselves
and ke Mustrated his answers with such
apt gesticulation that we could hardly have
failed to make them out if they had beea
fanskrit or Chinese.

Then we went to the moneychangers to
get =ame Mexican silver for our greenbacks,
It seemed as If 9 aplece was Nitle enough
to begin with, vet when we got two for
oneé In big Mexicali coin we began to feel
as if we had too much baliast aboard and
we could realize in a small way the effect
of the laws of Lycurgus which established
iron as the only currency for Sparta.

A ROUGH PASSAGE. L

We left Havana in the midst of a great
squall of rain and wind on the Orizaba, &
beautiful large steamer of the Ward line,
and we were surprised, after we hal passed
the narrow stralit which connects the bay
with the sea, to find how well she rode the
huge swells which came In “dead ahiad” But
our satisfaction  was short-lived. We
changed our course a little and the wind
shifted =t1il more, so when night 2t In we
were in the trough of the £ca and the steam-
er was rolilng most unpieasantly, We tried
to sleep, but were tossed about In such lives-
ly fashion that our energies were devoted
excluslvely to keeping in our berths. One
lady who had proppel hersel! in with pli-
Jows was thrown headlong upon the floor.
We could hear the:dishes in the pantry
crashing and tumbling and doubted whethep
enough would be left to seL the breakfast
table. Water poured in In great quantities
and our efforts to dress next morning were
acrobatic Hlustragons of a sort of interiop
navigation unusual even In great storms,
A “norte” was blowing and the sea was
high, but the dancing of the boal was greate
ly in excess of the requirements of the
storm. The cook was pltched headforemost
across Lhe kitchen. An old gentioman who
stood at the door of the smoking room was
sent flving to the other side of the apart-
ment and then back again, cutting his head
and hand very badiy. One of my compan=
jons had an ugly gash across his thumd
and at the table the breakfast end dinner
rolied Into our laps. Toward evening the
wind siackened, but as the steamer was flat
bottomed and had littie cargo It refused to
be comforted. Next day the weather was
rather better and we anchored In the

and screaming, but all were at last safely
deposited upon the litile Doat and we
steamed for the shore, some two miles away,

where & long i{ron pler projecied into the




